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ALSPAC ADMINISTRATIVE ARCHIVE PROJECT

What is ALSPAC?

• Avon Longitudinal Study of Parents and Children aka “Children of 
the Nineties”

• Longitudinal study of children born in the 

Bristol/Avon Area, 1991/1992

• Project covers 1980s to c.2005 

(and there will be more to come

as the project continues)

• Helen Pearson, The Life Project, (Penguin, 2016)

• ALSPAC website
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ALSPAC ADMINISTRATIVE ARCHIVE PROJECT

Project background

• We gained funding from the Wellcome Trust to catalogue the 
administrative archive.

• Scoping survey 2011. Which resulted in a Wellcome Trust funded 
project from Sept 2015 to Sept 2017 (being extended to March 
2018)
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ALSPAC ADMINISTRATIVE ARCHIVE PROJECT

Work done so far

• Negotiated a service level agreement with the ALSPAC Project

• Taken custody of most pre-2005 administrative records (1002 
boxes, 950 of which are within scope of the listing project)

• Undertaken preliminary preservation survey, re-boxing and re-
packaging 
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ALSPAC ADMINISTRATIVE ARCHIVE PROJECT

Work done so far (contd)

• Established the main archive series and sub-series

• Description of all records entered in Calm

• Detailed description of 370 boxes completed

• Digitised Newsletters for online access 
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ALSPAC ADMINISTRATIVE ARCHIVE PROJECT

Main issues:

• No records management – e.g. expense claims/employee 
performance records kept beyond their retention periods

• Access controls – complex “Data Matrix” (based on document 
security markings) drawn up by ALSPAC is difficult to apply in 
practice

• The “Data Matrix” has “Public” and “Open” classifications, but 
ALSPAC want Special Collections’ “Closed” status to apply even to 
these
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ALSPAC ADMINISTRATIVE ARCHIVE PROJECT

Main issues (contd):

• Content of material still to be listed (mostly correspondence) –
attempting to make this accessible by redaction/removal of 
sensitive data

• Participant anonymity is guaranteed by the ALSPAC Project, but 
some participants have “gone public”

• The “Data Matrix” does not go beyond classification based on 
current access – as Special Collections’ ultimate goal is make the 
all the records accessible we need to determine appropriate 
closure periods
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Addressing the issues:

• Negotiated the weeding out of records of temporary 
administrative value only

• Applied Special Collections simple Open/Closed access controls 
as well as the “Data Matrix”

• Negotiating open access for non-sensitive material

• Negotiating revision of “Data Matrix” and attempting to apply it 
at sub-series level
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Addressing the issues (contd):

• Continue listing in detail to flag sensitive material/discover 
participant data, but no more redactions

• Established clear guideline that records containing participant 
data are to be returned to ALSPAC

• Attempting to determine appropriate closure periods for 
sensitive classes of records.  Liaison with colleagues working on 
archives of other cohort projects – attending this workshop!
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Going forward

• Finish cataloguing

• Attach Newsletters to Calm descriptions

• More work on born-digital records

• Establish access protocols for researchers 

• Launch the catalogue by March 2018
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